DLO, FRCS (ORL-HNS) Figure. The "mass" is visible when the ja w is closed (A), and it disappears when the jaw is open (B) .
A 48-year-old man presented with an infrequent feeling that his right ear was blocked. Otoscopy identified what appe ared to be a well-defined, skin-covered, 4-mm mass arising from the anteroinferior aspect of the external auditory meatus . The rest of the ear canal and the tymp anic membrane were norm al.
The intere sting aspect of this case is that the app arent mass would disappear whene ver the patient opened his jaw ( figure) . Essentially, the patient had a cartilaginous dehiscence of his anterior meatal wall with loose overlying skin, which popped in and out with mandibular movement. Th e temporomandibular joint was normal. Becau se the patient was otherwise asymptomatic, no treatment was necessary. 
